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Allowable Subject Matter 

The indicated allowability of claims 1-4 and 7 are withdrawn in view of the newly discovered 
reference(s) to Nakamura Toshio and Haruguchi et al. Rejections based on the newly cited reference(s) 
follow. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis 
for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or 
in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for 
patent in the United States. 

Claims 2-5 and 7 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nakamura (JP 2002- 
298402). 

Regarding claim 2, Nakamura discloses an optical pickup comprising: 

a lens (see Fig 7, lens 26); 

a fixing portion (see Fig. 8, relay board 29); 

at least two pairs of wires (see Figs. 7 and 8, four wires 30); 

attaching means (see Fig. 8, those black dots); 

wherein the lens is resiliently supported in such a manner as to be displaceable by the at least two 
pairs of wires which are attached to the fixing portion by the attaching means (see Figs. 7 and 8); 

the wires have the same length and are fixed to the lens at different distances from the attaching 
means (see Fig. 8, lengths LI, L2 and L3); and 

the wires extend parallel to each other (see Figs. 7 and 8, fours wires 30). 

Regarding claim 3, discloses the optical pickup according to claim 2, wherein the wires are 
formed of the same material (see Figs. 7-8, which is inherent). 
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Regarding claim 4, discloses the optical pickup according to claim 2, further comprising: 

a lens holder holding the lens (see Figs. 7-8, lens holder 27); and 

a substrate secured to the lens holder (see Figs. 7 and 8, printed circuit board 33); 

wherein the wires are soldered to the substrate (see Fig. 8, the black dots on the circuit board 33). 

Regarding claim 7, see rejection above of claim 2. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be 
patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nakamura (JP 2002- 
298402) in view of Haruguchi et al. (US 2003/0016597). 

Regarding claim {, Nakamura discloses an optical pickup comprising: 

a lens holder holding a lens (see Figs. 7 and 8, lens holder 27); 

a substrate secured to the lens holder (see Figs. 7 and 8, printed circuit board 33); 

a fixing portion (Fig. 8, relay board 29); 

two pairs of first and second wires, each pair being formed by one left wire and one right wire 
(see Figs. 7 and 8, four wires 30); and 

attaching means (see Fig. 8, those black dots); 

wherein the lens holder is resiliently supported in such a manner as to be displaceable by the two 
pairs first and second wires which are attached to the fixing portion by the attaching means (see Figs. 7 
and 8); and 
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the first, and second wires have the same length and are formed of the same material, and are 
soldered to the substrate at different distances from the attaching means (see Fig. 8, lengths LI, L2 and 
L3); and 

the first, and second wires extend parallel to each other (see Figs. 7 and 8, fours wires 30). 

However, Nakamura does not disclose three pair of wires, but two pair of wires are being formed 
by one left wire and one right wire which are the same length and are formed of the same material, and 
are soldered to the substrate at the differences distances from the attaching means (see Figs. 7 and 8). 

Haruguchi et al. discloses Fig. 4 three pair of wires (suspension wires 39) are being formed by 
one left wire and one right wire, wherein one ends of suspension wires 39 are bonded to substrate 37, and 
substrate 38 with a solder or the like (see [0064]). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in ihe art at the time the invention was 
made to provide three pair of wires in Nakamura as suggested by Haruguchi, the motivation being in 
order to be able to supply power to each of the focus coils and serially connected tracking coils (see 
Haruguchi [0065]). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5-6 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the payment of 
the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue fee. Such 
submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Cited references 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

Optical pickup actuator (Choi US 2003/0198148). 

Objective lens actuator for optical head (Matsui US 5,748,580). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to VAN T. PHAM whose telephone number is (571)272-7590. The examiner can normally be 
reached on Tuesday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Wayne R. Young can be reached on 571-272-7582. The fax phone number for the organization where 
this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer 
Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR 
CANADA) or 57 1 -272- 1 000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2627 

/Wayne R. Young/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2627 



